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Recording attestations in written sources

The attestations tab is used to record topographic information from textual sources of relevance to a study of the period 450 —
750 AD. Itis not an exhaustive collection of source material (yet). However, in the course of time it might contain a
considerable amount of information on aristocratic activities and places in Europe. The historical attestation tab is accessed
from the top row (see image below, red frame). If you click it, the list of attestations in the database appears (see figure
below). From here two database areas can be selected: Attestations and Sources (marked green in the figure below).
Attestations and sources are used in conjunction and in relation to the list of publications. For the purpose of this database, an
attestation is defined as: a concise piece of textual data containing relevant (spatial) information, usually a few words or a line.
Therefore, only historical data that can be (hypothetically) linked to a real-world location is included. Every attestation has a
source, defined as the original text as conventionally referenced by historians.

Country, region, town and/or site name

Attestations Sources

g Ty 3

Id | Name

277 | Abbey of Saint-
Maurice d'Agaune

278 | Abbey of Saint-
Maurice d'Agaune

345 | Abbey of Saint-
Maurice d'Agaune

Town

Saint-Maurice

Saint-Maurice

Saint-Maurice

), translation or source name

Original text

Igitur mortuo regnum eius Sigi filius obtenuit, monasteriumque Acaunensim sollerti cura cum domibus basilicisque aedificavit

ille ad sanctus Acaunenses abiens, per multus dies in fletu et ieiuniis durans

ille ad sanctus Acaunenses abiens, per multus dies in fletu et ieiuniis durans

Source

Gregorius, Historiarum:3.5

Gregorius, Historiarum:3.5

Gregorius, Historiarum:3.5

346 | Abbey of Saint- Saint-Maurice a. 515 Florentio et Anthemio. Marii Episcopi Aventicensis,
Maurice d'Agaune His consulibus monasterium Acauno a Sigismundo constructum est. Chronica:234
1082 | across the Rhine Dirigensque Theudericus ultra Renum post tergum Theudeberti Bertharium cobicularium, qui diligenter Theudebertum insequens, cum iam cum paucis fugiret, ... Fredegarius, Chronicarum:4.38
913 | Africa Ingundis a viro cum imperatoris exercitu derelicta [...] cum filio parvolo duceretur, in Africa defuncta est et sepulta. Gregorius, Historiarum:8.28
971/ Africa Gripo autem ab imperatore Mauricio rediens [...] cum sociis suis Africae portum adtigisset, Cartaginem magnam ingressi sunt [...] Erant enim ibi tunc, ut diximus, legati Bodigysilus, filius Mummolini Sessionici, et Euantius, filius Dinami Gregorius, Historiarum:
Arelatensis ...
972 | Africa Istanbul qualiter ad praesentiam imperatoris accederet [Gripo] Gregorius, Historiarum:10.2
876 | Agen Agen Audierant enim eo tempore ducis Guntchramni regis [...] Tunc, impetum factum, cum equitibus Garonnam nando transire [...] venerunt ad basilicam sancti Vincenti, quae est infra terminum Agenninsis urbis. Gregorius, Historiarum:7.35
720 Agen Agen Desiderium ducem evocat iobetque [...] at ille, commoto exercitu, Ragnovaldo duce fugato, Petrogoricum pervadit, exactaque sacramenta, Aginnum pergit. Gregorius, Historiarum:6.12

936 | Aire-sur-I'Adour
829 | Aisne (river)

Aire-sur-I'Adour

Ennodius cum ducatum urbium Thoronicae atque Pectavae ministraret, adhuc et Vice luliensis atque Benarnae urbium principatum accipit [...] llle vero, ubi se remotum de his sensit, ad civitates superius memoratas properat.

dimissusque iterum, ut rediret, cum super Axonam fluvium tentorium tetendisset, iterum inruit super eum inimicus eius. Quem vi oppressum, amputatum caput ...

Gregorius, Historiarum:9.7

Gregorius, Historiarum:6.37

1090 | Aisne (river) Chalons-en- ueniensque Sigybertus in campania territuriae Catalauninsis super fluuuium Axsoma, ibique Chlotharius obuiam cum exercito uenit, multus iam de Austrasius secum habens factione Warnachariae maiorem domus. Fredegarius, Chronicarum:4.42
Champagne
839 | Albi Albi Mummolus patricius multos captivos ab ea urbe [Albigensi] duxisset Gregorius, Historiarum:7.1
930 | Albi Albi Quod cernens Desiderius dux, qui maxime in eisdem urbis territurio [Albigensim ...] exercitum gloriosae memoriae Sygiberthi regis graviter adfecisset, cum Tetradia uxore sua, quam Eulalio nunc Arverno comite, abstullerat, in termino Gregorius, Historiarum:8.45
Tholesano cum rebus omnibus transiens [...] Adsumptoque secum Austrovaldo comite, Carcasonam petit.
189 | Albi Albi Chlodovechus vero filium suum Theodoricum per Albigensim .. Gregorius, Historiarum:2.37
30 | Alphen Alphen (...) idcirco ego Engelbertus pro remedio anime mee seu retributione eterna aliquid tibi, domine pater et pontifex Willibrorde, de rebus meis donare decrevi. Quod et ita feci: hoc est in pago texandrie in loco Alfheim, quod mihi expaterno Liber aureus Epternacensis:1

iure legitime provenit, hoc est casatas X| cum sala et curticle meo, quem ad presens habere visus sum, cum manicipiis et omni peculio eorum.
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Attestation

Attestation ID:
Type:

Name:
Certainty:

Sources:

Publications:

Archaeological site:

Coordinates precision:

X Coordinate:

Y Coordinate:
Town:

X Coordinate town:
Y Coordinate town:

Original text:

Translation text:

Example: Frankish magnates in the basilica of Saint Gereon (in Cologne) (the form is split in two images: the right image

shows a separate table for elite individuals mentioned in the attestation).

4

Elite presence
Koln - St. Gereon
Certain

Id | Source

4 | Liber Historiae Francorum

Add a source
No publications

Publication (author, year)

Additional reference (page numbers, etc.)

Koln - St. Gereon
Exact location
50.943160252941
6.9452725531767
KoIn

50.937531

6.9602786

Cum ei ipsi Franci seniores sacramenta iurarent in basilica

sancti Gereonis martyris ...

When the Frankish magnates were swearing oaths to him in
the church of Saint Gereon the Martyr ...

Save as new attestation

612

- 612

Id Role Name Reason type | Reason

3| King | Theuderic Il | Conflict war Austrasian elites swear loyalty after Theuderic captures Cologne

Add a new person

Id  Name
739 | KéIn

659 | Koln
(region)

530 | Kdln - St.
Gereon

658 | Koln - St.
Gereon

Original text

Carentine, decus fideo, deitatis amice [...] pontificem pollens Agripina Colonia praefert [...] aurea
templa novas pretioso fulta decore; tu nites, unde dei fulget honore domus. Maioris numeri quo templa
capacia constent, alter in excelso pendulus oro datur.

Quodam autem tempore Eberigisili episcopi, qui tunc huius urbis erat antestis, capitis medietas validis
doloribus quatiebatur - erat tunc temporis in villa oppido proxima. Quo dolore, ut diximus, valde
attenuatus, misit diaconem suum ad sanctorem basilicam. Et quia in ipsius templo medio peteus esse
dicitur, in quo sancti post martyrium pariter sunt coniecti, collectum exinde pulverem detulit sacerdoti.
Verum ubi exinde caput attigit, extemplo dolor omnis exemptus est.

Cum ei ipsi Franci seniores sacramenta iurarent in basilica sancti Gereonis martyris ...

Est apud Agripinensim urbem basilica, in qua dicuntur quinquaginta viri ex illa legione sacra Thebeorum
pro Christi nomine martyrium consumasse. Et quia admirabili opere ex musivo quodam modo deaurata
resplendet, Sanctos Aureos ipsam basilical incolae vocitare voluerunt.

Quodam autem tempore Eberigisili episcopi, qui tunc huius urbis erat antestis, capitis medietas validis
doloribus quatiebatur - erat tunc temporis in villa oppido proxima. Quo dolore, ut diximus, valde
attenuatus, misit diaconem suum ad sanctorem basilicam. Et quia in ipsius templo medio peteus esse
dicitur, in quo sancti post martyrium pariter sunt coniecti, collectum exinde pulverem detulit sacerdoti.
Verum ubi exinde caput attigit, extemplo dolor omnis exemptus est.

Translation seniores is ambiguous.

Log << Return to overview Add new a attestation

Before you start entering attestations it is best to create a record on the specific source you are using for this makes entering data on

an attestation easier.



Add sources

When you click ‘Sources’ in the top bar the following form will appear, Sources is highlighted. It is a list of the sources for
which records were already created. It shows the name of the source, the edition, translations when available, its dates and the

number of attestations extracted from it in the database.

Name, author or year

Id  Name

11| Adalgyselus qui et Grimo, Testamentum
14 | Additamentum Nivialense

52 | Alcuini (Albini) Carmina

57 | Auspicius, Epistula ad Arbogastem

40 | Bede, Historia ecclesiastica

31 Beowulf

24 | Bertramnus, testamentum

Editions Translations
Levison 1932

Krusch 1902

Dummler 1881

Gundlach 1892

Alexander 1995
Weidemann 1986

Date of org.
634 -

656 -

796 -
440 -

730 -

616 -

634
659
804
460
732

616

Attestations

Before you enter a new source check whether your source is already in the list or not. Searching the list can be done by typing
aname of a source or a part of it in the search bar. For instance, the word Liber produces:

liber
Id Name Editions Translations
63 | Gregorius Liber in Gloria Martyrum Krusch 1885 Van Dam 1988
6 | Liber aureus Epternacensis Wampach 1930, Camps 1979, Dillo/Van Synghel/Van
der Vlist 2000
30 | Liber Historiae Francorum Krusch 1888 Murray 2000, Fouracre/Gerberding 1996
7 | Liber in gloria confessorum Krusch 1885 Van Ommeren 1991, Van Dam 1988
32 | Liber Monstrorum Haupt 1876
44 Paulus Diaconus, Liber de episcopis mettensibus, Pertz 1829

58 | Vita Radegundis Liber | Krusch 1888
f
Add a new source
|

McNamara et al. 1992

Date of org.

585 - 594
1180 - 1180

722-727

700 - 850

783 -791
587 - 609

Attestations

If you wanted to record property or aristocrats mentioned in the Liber Aureus Epternacensis you can see that the source is
already present. NB., make sure to check different possible variations of the title (e.g. Gregorii episcopi Turonensis Historiarum

libri decem is recorded as: Gregorius, Historiarium).

Search

Search

A s s N N



To add a source click on ‘Add a new source’ (marked red in the figure above). The list is now long so click >> at the bottom of
the page to see the button. You will get a form as in the figure below.

Source ID: Not saved
Name:
Full title:
Type: v
Date of original:
Editions: No publications
Publication (author, year)
Translations: No publications

Publication (author, year)

<< Return to overview Add new a source

In the table below information is given on how to record data in each field.

Source ID Automatically generated, don’t bother.

Name Shortened title of the source, e.g. Libri Decem Historiarum.

Full title If necessary, the full title of the source, e.q. Gregorii episcopi Turonensis Historiarum libri decem.

Type Choose from a reference list the type of source: <open>, Historia, Chronicon, Annals, Vita, Diploma,

Gesta/acta, Epistola, Leges, Other.
Date of the There are two fields. In the first field you can type in the earliest possible date of the source. In case the



original source is exactly dated you can type in the correct date in this field as well as in the next field. In the
second field you can type in the latest possible date of the source. In case the source is exactly dated
you can type in the correct date in this field as well as in the previous field. So, a charter of 705 has 705
and 705. A source dated to the ninth century has 800 —9oo.

Editions Add one or more editions of the source. Editions are modern transcripts of the medieval manuscriptsin
their original language (for instance, as found in the Monumenta Germaniae Historica). They are
publications and should be in the publications list. You can choose from this list for instance by typing a
name in the publication field and then choose from the list that appears the correct edition. If the
edition is not available, first you have to record it in the Publications list. You can add more than one
edition.

Translations Add one or more translations of the source. Translations are in a modern language. They are
publications and should be in the publications list. You can choose from this list for instance by typing a
name in the publication field and then choose from the list that appears the correct translation. If the
edition is not available, first you have to record it in the Publications list. You can add more than one
translation.

Don't forget to save your work!!

Now you can record attestations in this source.



Add attestations

To add an attestation, click ‘Add a new attestation’ at the end of the list of attestations. Choose >> to go to the last page. Then
the form in the figure below will appear. Attestation is highlighted.

Attestation

Attestation ID: Not saved

Type: v

Name:

Certainty: -

Sources: Id | Source Edition Reference Translation Reference

Add a source
Publications: No publications
Publication (author, year)
Additional reference (page numbers, etc.)
Archaeological site:
Coordinates precision: -
X Coordinate:
Y Coordinate:
Town:
X Coordinate town:
Y Coordinate town:

Original text:

Translation text:

Date of event: -

Remarks:

Save as new attestation << Return to overview Add new a attestation



How to fill in the various fields is explained in the tables below.

Attestation ID
Type

Name

Certainty

Automatically generated number, don't bother.

Choose the type of the attestation from a reference list. Used to determine the function of the

attestation within the database. The type chosen opens up more entry fields at the bottom of the form

depending on choice made. How to deal with these extra fields will be explained further below. In

what follows the top part of the form will be explained. A choice can be made from:

Elite presence: Select Elite presence if the attestation is used to determine the geographical
whereabouts of elite persons (e.g. kings).

Elite property: Select Elite property if the attestation is used to determine the property locations and
relations of an elite (e.g. landed estate).

Christian cult place: Select Christian cult place if the attestation is used to determine the location of a
Christian cult place (e.g. a monastery).

Other: Select Other if the attestation is used for other reasons than cited above (e.g. to supply
information on an archaeological site in the database).
NB. If an attestation belongs to multiple types (for instance if it is proof for elite presence and a
Christian cult place), then save it as two separate attestations. This can easily be done with the
‘Save as new attestation’ button on the bottom of the page.

Name of the location the attestation refers to. Use the modern name in the local language. Example:

Kéln, not Cologne nor Colonia. Use the original language only if the modern location is very uncertain

or disputed.

How secure is the identification of the place? Itis not always possible to exactly identify the modern

place on the basis of the place mentioned in the written source. Some toponyms have various modern

possible identifications. You have to choose from a reference list: <open>, Certain, Regions,

Uncertain, Region uncertain. Choose certain or uncertain if your attestation pertains to a specific place,

such as a town or village (‘Compiegne’ (certain) or ‘Dispargum (uncertain)). If the attestation

mentions a broader area, then choose region or region uncertain. Regions can be pagi, civitates, regna,

forests, rivers and other similar types of identifications in the ancient sources or modern regions (e.g.

‘Schelde’; ‘Silva Buconia’) .



Sources

A form with reference lists and with open text fields, to supply source information of the attestation.
Click on ‘Add a source’. Then you get the form below.

Edit source reference %
Source: -
Edition: v
Reference:
Translation: -
Reference:

OK Cancel

Source Choose from a reference list. Supply the source (original text) of the attestation. This is the source for
which you either created a record before or a source for which there was already a record. If the
source is not yet available, you have to record it first in the Sources list (see above). After that you can
choose from this list for instance by typing a name in the source field and then choose from the list that
appears.

Edition Sources can have more than one edition. You have to record which edition you used. You recorded
the editions before when you created a source record. Choose from a reference list, supply the edition
you have used to record this attestation. If the edition is not available, first you have to record it in the
Publications list and next add the edition to the Source in the Source list. After that you can choose
from this list for instance by typing a name in the edition field and then choose from the list that
appears.

Reference

Fill in the specific chapter and/or line of the attestation. For example: 3.28-29. Do not use
abbreviations or signifiers such as “caput” or “I.”. Use a dot to separate chapter/book from line, use a
hyphen to indicate multiple lines.

10



Translation

Reference

Sources can have more than one translation. Supply the translation you have used to record this
attestation (if any). If the translation is not available in the list, first you have to record it in the
Publications list and add the translation to the Source in the Source list. After that you can choose from
this list for instance by typing a name in the translation field and then choose from the list that appears.
Fill in the specific page number of the translation where you found the translation of the attestation.

u_ 1o

Only a number, no “p”, “pp” etc.

Click OK when the form is filled in. Then you can continue with the attestations form.

Publications

Archaeological site

X Coordinate

Y Coordinate

Town

Record the secondary literature relevant to this attestation. Type a name of an author or other word to
find the relevant publication in the publications list, you can add page numbers (in the form: 23-35) in
the additional reference and then click on Add. You can remove it by clicking on the red cross in the
right part of the Publications field.

If there is a good indication that the attestation can be linked to an archaeological site, write the name
of the archaeological site here, as recorded in the site database. The full name will be automatically
suggested after you filled in the first letters, click on the correct site. In that case the coordinates of the
site and thus the location of the attestation will be filled in automatically. NB. The connection site-
attestation is hypothetical!

If relevant, fill in the X coordinate of the exact location using the WGS84 coordinate system. To find
them, https: //twcc.fr/ can be used. Any other coordinate system is not accepted. Most often it will
not be possible to record these coordinates, for instance when a name of a town or village is
mentioned only. In that case leave the coordinate field open and proceed to the name of the town
(place) and town coordinates. If you choose a site the coordinates will be filled in automatically.

If relevant, fill in the Y coordinate of the exact location using the WGS84 coordinate system. To find
them, https: //twcc.fr/ can be used. Any other coordinate system is not accepted. Most often it will
not be possible to record these coordinates, for instance when a name of a town or village is
mentioned only. In that case leave the coordinate field open and proceed to the name of the town
(place) and town coordinates. If you choose a site the coordinates will be filled in automatically.

Fill in the modern town name or modern name of the relevant place. There are no strict rules for the

11



Original text

Translation text

Date of event

Remarks

choice. This is usually the nearest habitation core of some size (hamlet, village, town), not necessarily
the (administrative) municipality which can be very large in some regions encompassing many ancient
villages. After you filled in the first letters there will be an autosuggestion if it matches a previous
town entry. Choose this if applicable to prevent spelling variants or mistakes. Then the coordinates of
this town/place will appear automatically. If not, you have to determine the town coordinates as
explained in the fields above.

Copy the original text of the attestation in its original source language (usually Latin). Use[ ]to
indicate any breaks in the text that have been reconstructed. Use ... for missing text parts that have
not been reconstructed. Use () for uncertain readings. Use [ ...] to indicate part of the original text
left out in recording the attestation.

If you can, supply the translation of the attestation in a modern language (English, Dutch, German or
French, Italian). Use | ]toindicate any breaks in the text that have been reconstructed. Use ... for
missing text parts that have not been reconstructed. Use () for uncertain readings. Use[...] to
indicate part of the original text left out in recording the attestation.

There are two fields. In the first field you can type in the earliest possible date of the event. In case the
event is exactly dated you can type in the correct date in this field as well as in the next field. In the
second field you can type in the latest possible date of the event. In case the event is exactly dated you
can type in the correct date in this field as well as in the previous field. So, a donation in 705 has 705
and 705. An event dated to the ninth century has 8oo - 9oo.

Use this field to supply information on what remains to be checked for this site or any comment you
would like to make for instance an exact date. If some literature still needs to be checked for this site,
note it down here as well. Any interpretative problems and textual commentary can be (briefly!)
discussed here.

Don’t forget to click ‘Save’ once and a while.
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Elite presence extra information
When you have chosen ‘Elite presence’ in the top field, the lower part of the form will be as shown in the figure below.

Persons: Id Role Name Reason type Reason

Add a new person

Now you can add information ion relevant persons. Click ‘Add a new person’. Then the following form will appear:

Edit source reference x
Role: -
Name:

Reason type: ~
Reason:
OK Cancel

One attestation can have one or more persons of interest. In the table below the information to be recorded in the various
fields is explained.

Role Choose from a reference list the function /office of the person: <open>, King, Queen, Royal (other),
Bishop, Count, Duke, Deacon, Abbot, Abbess, Domesticus, Maior domus, Other, Unknown.

13



Name Fillin the name of the person referenced in the attestation. An autofill menu is available with
suggestions for persons already recorded in the database. For members of the Merovingian family,
use the spelling by Wood (1994) 344-363 (see Appendix5): For other people, use their spelling used
in Wood, if available (check index: 372-395). If not available, use the most common English spelling.
E.g. Theuderic, not Theudericus.

Reason type Record the reason/context the person is mentioned in. Reference list: <open>, Conflict:war,
Conflict: limited (feud), Residence, Visit, Council, Court case, Death of a person, Consecration
building, Succession, Hunting, Other, Unknown, Feast (religious), Buried, Involuntary.

Reason Text field. Give more details for the reason.

Elite property extra information

When you have chosen ‘Elite property’ in the top field, the lower part of the form will be as shown in the figure below.

Type of property: v
Role of the owner: v
Owner:

Action/Transaction: v
Role of the benificiary: v
Benificiary:

You can now add information on the property and the persons involved. In the table below the information to be recorded in
the various fields is explained.

14



Type of property
Role of the owner
Owner
Action/transaction

Role of the beneficiary

Beneficiary

Choose the type of property from a reference list: <open>, Royal palace, Royal villa, Aristocratic
property, Monastic property, Ecclesiastical property, Other, Unknown.

Choose from a reference list the function /office of the owner of the property: <open>, King, Queen,
Royal (other), Bishop, Count, Duke, Deacon, Abbot, Abbess, Domesticus, Maior domus, Institution,
Other, Unknown.

Name of the owner of the property.

Choose from a reference list the type of transaction recorded in the attestation: <open>, Gift, Sale,
Confiscation, Precario, Recording property, Theft, Immunity, Confirmation, Other, Unknown.
Choose from a reference list the function /office of the receiving party: <open>, King, Queen, Royal
(other), Bishop, Count, Duke, Deacon, Abbot, Abbess, Domesticus, Maior domus, Institution, Other,
Unknown.

Name of the beneficiary (the receiving party).

Christian cult place extra information

When you have chosen ‘Christian cult place” in the top field the lower part of the form will be as shown in the figure below.

Type of cult place:
Date of foundation:
Role of the founder:
Founder:

Monastery type:

dd-mm - jjjj

You can now add information on cult places. In the table below the information to be recorded in the various fields is

15



explained.
Type of cult place

Date of foundation

Role of the founder

Founder
Monastery type

Choose from a reference list the type of cult place: <open>, Monastery, Bishop’s church, Martyr’s
shrine outside town, Rural church, Town church, Other, Unknown.

There are two fields. In the first field you can type in the earliest possible date of the foundation. In
case the foundation is exactly dated you can type in the correct date in this field as well as in the next
field. In the second field you can type in the latest possible date of the foundation. In case the event is
exactly dated you can type in the correct date in this field as well as in the previous field. So, a
foundation of a monastery in 705 has 705 and 705. A monastery founded in the seventh century has
600-700. The last dates have thus be treated with some caution in later analyses for they might show
up in queries as early monasteries because of 600.

Choose from a reference list the function /office of the founder of the cult place .<open>, King,
Queen, Royal (other), Bishop, Count, Duke, Deacon, Abbot, Abbess, Domesticus, Maior domus,
Institution, Other, Unknown.

Name of the founder of the cult place.

Choose from a reference list the type of monastery: Male, Female, Double, Unknown.
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