
 

 1 

Polychrome beads 

 

the typology by 

Dr. Ursula Koch 

 

On the basis of the study of the beads 

from the Schretzheim and Pleidelsheim cemeteries 
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In what follows are sheets for each group (Gruppe) of beads as defined by Koch. We 

reordered the images provided in the publications of both cemeteries. On each sheet 

the beads from Schretzheim and Pleidelsheim of the same group are combined. The 
individual beads are numbered (by Koch) first by group, then an ordinal number for 

each type of bead within that group. The beads are numbered consecutively from 
the Schretzheim cemetery to the Pleidelsheim cemetery. On each sheet the 

description of the group provided in the Schretzheim cemetery publication is also 

presented. These contain some indications of the dating of the group in terms of the 
Stufen of the Schretzheim cemetery. 

 

These are as follows: 
Stufe 1 525/535 – 545/550  

Stufe 2 545/550 – 565/570 
Stufe 3 565/570 – 590/600 

Stufe 4 590/600 – 620/630 

Stufe 5 620/630 – 650/660 
Stufe 6 650/660 – 680 

 

Today these dates are replaced by those of the Süddeutschland- Chronologie (SD), 
debated again by Friedrich and Meier. 

 
Friedrich, M., 2016: Archäologische Chronologie und historische Interpretation. Die 

Merowingerzeit in Süddeutschland, Berlin (Ergänzungsbände zum Reallexikon 
der Germanischen Altertumskunde 96). 

Meier, Th., 2020: Methodenprobleme einer Chronologie der Merowingerzeit in 
Süddeutschland. Eine Diskussion anhand von Matthias Friedrich 'Archäologische 
Chronologie und historische Interpretation: Die Merowingerzeit in 
Süddeutschland' (2016), Germania 98, 237-290. 
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